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HOW TO BLEED THE BRAKES ON A 1953-1960 

LINCOLN OR MERCURY UTILIZING THE BENDIX TREADELVAC

(Read instructions COMPLETELY before starting this process):

1. Make sure you put a spring on the brake pedal to the yoke on the steering column to help return the brake to the full “up” position.  

2. All master cylinders without bleeders need to be bench-bled prior to installation to the car. 

3. All master cylinders with bleeders can be bled on the car

4. We use a Push-And-Hold Method rather than a Pump-Up-And-Release Method.  This generally requires 2 people, one person on the brake pedal and the second person on the master cylinder and the brake cylinders.  DO NOT USE THE PUMP-UP-AND-RELEASE METHOD!!!  For some reason, it introduces air into the system.

5. Check fluid levels frequently to avoid running dry and introducing air into the system, which would mean starting over again.

6. Fill the master cylinder with brake fluid.

7. Get a bleeding jug and clear bleeding tube, and attach it to the bleeder valve.

8. Release the bleeder valve, and have the person operating the brake pedal push it to the floor and hold it.

9. When the brake pedal is all the way to the floor, lock off the bleeder valve, and release the brake pedal to the “up” position.

10. Repeat this procedure until you get clear brake fluid running through the line with no air bubbles.

11. Repeat this procedure on each brake cylinder, starting right rear, left rear, right front, left front, and finally the master cylinder one last time to make sure that no air has been introduced into the system.

If you have any questions, please call us on our Tech Line at 727-445-7551.
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